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PRESIDENTõS MESSAGE, 

DECEMBER 200 8 

Seasons Greetings 

Anna Mullins  

CTCNC President 

Itôs hard to believe that the holidays are upon us.  

The ski slope to Christmas, Hanukah, and the New 

Year is steep and fast.  Sometimes itôs tempting to 

hide for a while and let the hectic world buzz by.  I 

hope we all take time for ourselves and our 

beloved Cairns to reflect on the special meaning of 

this time of year and spend time with friends and 

family.  In other words:  LETôS SLOW DOWN 

AND SAVOR THE MOMENTS! 

 

As I think about this past year for our club, many 

good things have happened such as our work to 

help defeat AB1634, a successful Specialty, a fun 

puppy match, and general camaraderie with fellow 

members and Cairns at meetings and the 

Christmas party.  And, weôve had some sadness 

with the loss of two of our members:  Pamela 

Martin and Mary Lashock.  Letôs remember their 

friends and families during this time. 

I am so proud to serve as your President and 

watch how people work together to do the work 

necessary for our club and to step up to the plate  

A Word From  the Editor  

National Championship 

Abe Feuerstein  

 

     The envelope arrived from Eukanuba headquarters 

and I did not think it was possible that Toby, my 

wheaten cairn terrier, had won a publisherôs 

sweepstakes, so I ripped it open to find out what it 

contained.  Inside was a fancy invitation and notice 

telling me that Tobyôs dog show accomplishments 

throughout the year had qualified him to participate in 

the AKCôs National Championship held in Long Beach, 

California.  I called my parents to let them know about 

their grandchild, and Alex, my partner, called his 

mother. The relatives all seemed duly impressed. 

     Recently, as I went through the online registration 

process to enter Toby in the show, I had difficulty 

finding Toby on the list of eligible cairns.  A little more 

searching, and then more, and then disappointment set 

in as I realized that the folks at Eukanuba likely had 

made a mistake.   

     But how was that possible.  I read the rules 

concerning invitations and then had a realization.  You 

see, as reported in these pages almost one year ago, 

Toby was an international champion based on a four-

day excursion in Tijuana, Mexico. (And some of the 

readers of these pages thought the trip was all about 

the Tequila).  As one of the top six cairns from Mexico - 

and I am not sure that there are six in the entire country 

- Toby earned the right to walk the Eukanuba carpet 

with the other cairns.  We made arrangements to go.  

As Nancy Lovelady observed: Only in America can a 

cairn bred in the United States, from American parent, 

with an American handler, compete in the AKC 

National Championship, based on his Mexican 

rankings.   

     LATE RELEASE:  At writing, in light of the press of 

continued on page 2 

continued on page 3 
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when Cairns need to be rescued and placed.  A 

special thanks to all of you who serve the club so 

well. 

Even though these are challenging times, I hope 

all of you will continue to work for the good of 

our club and the welfare of our Cairns.  There is 

much work to do, but ñmany hands make light 

workò, as my grandmother used to say.  I hope 

you will join me and the Board of Governors to 

continue to strengthen our club and make it 

inviting as well as supportive to new members. 

 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, and 
Happy New Year to you all!!!! 

 
                                Your friend in Cairns, 

    Anna  

 

R E M E M B E R  T O  S H O P  A T  T H E  

C A F É  P R E S S  S T O R E  

W W W . C A F E P R E S S. C O M / C T C N C  

 
 

 
 

A CHRISTMAS CAIRN 
 

                  Linda Keith and Lance Pollack 
 

As autumn turns into winter and the holiday 

season approaches, I begin thinking back to other 

holidays and to those we loved and treasured who 

while no longer with us will always have a place 

in our hearts and memories.  One such set of 

memories is of one special Cairn Terrier who was 

a part of our lives for almost eighteen years and 

who as a ñGhost of Christmas Pastò brings me 

much love and warmth. 

 

When we got our first Cairn, Andrew, it was May 

and the Northern California climate was typically 

sunny and warm. Andrew being a young dog was 

typically active (at times hyperactive) and loved 

running around the yard. As the weather turned, 

he took to running in the house. The running was 

bad enough but in the yard by a covered patio 

there was a short wall (about 3 ½ feet high) that 

he liked to jump over. Since this ñbudding 

hurdlerò wanted to practice off season in the 

house he took to jumping over the ottoman in the 

living room. I think you are getting the picture 

nowé when it came time for Christmas the only 

safe thing to do was to put up a small table top 

tree, with non-breakable ornaments. These 

ornaments included a series of metal bells. 

Unknown to us, Andrew was also a ñbudding 

musicianò. The dog who only wanted to sit on two 

pieces of furniture in the whole house our bed and 

the ottoman (the same one used for jumping 

practice), got up on the chair by the tree and using 

his nose found music by ringing the bells (they 

made different sounds). He was very gentle, never 

knocked the tree over, and would play music for 

10-15 minutes at a time. The following holidays 

saw the return of the usual large tree with a 

mixture of ornaments, but every year we placed 

the bells on the lower branches were he could ring 

them at will. Andrew has been gone from our 

lives now for a number of years, but to this day 

whenever I see those bells I remember the sweet 

melodies he created. 

 

May your holiday memories be full of warmth and 

love.       LK/LP 

 
 
 
 

continued from page 1 

http://www.cafepress.com/ctcnc
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CAIRN TERRIER CLUB OF NORTHERN 

CALIFORNIA  

New Members 

9/24/2008 

 

Behr, Michael & Geneva, 258 San Antonio Drive, 

Walnut Creek, CA 94598, 925-930-6191,  

Michael.a.behr@gmail.com, Genevabehr@gmail.com, 

Assoc. 9/20/08. 

 

Guglielminetti, Nick  & Pam Nicolai, 360 Madison Ave., 

Vacaville, CA 95687, 707-448-

2875pamelafaye@earthlink.net, Assoc. 1/19/08. 

 

Hartman, Liz & Richard Jobling, 53 Alpine Terrace, 

San Francisco, CA 94117, lizhartman@gmail.com, 

Assoc. 9/20/08. 

 

Hillman, Nancy & Wesley, 1070 W. Dunne Ave., Morgan 

Hill, CA 95037, 408-778-1716, 

hillman@garlic.com, Assoc. 4/28/08. 

 

Keaney, William & Janet, 1238 Glacier Ave., Pacifica, 

CA 94044, 650-355-7231,  

billkeaney@comcast.net., Assoc. 9/20/08. 

 

Williams, Scott & Beth, 540 Hayne Road, Hillsborough, 

CA 94010, 650-340-1222 

CreCom@aol.com, Assoc. 9/20/08. 

 

Changes 

 

Frank Hanna no longer has an e-mail address 

 

Susan Meyers has a new e-mail address:  

Susanmeyers25@comcast.net 

 

The program meeting was scheduled in the directory as 

1/19/09; correct to 1/17/09. 

 

The Specialty was scheduled in the directory as 2/17/09; 

correct to 2/15/09. 

 

If you wish to make an announcement to the Board of 

Directors or to the Membership, they may be reached:  

board@ctcnc.net and members@ctcnc.net, respectively. 

 

Thank you for adding the new members and making the 

changes in your directory. 

 
 
FROM DIANA BULLARD:  ñThanks to all the 

members for their good thoughts, cards, flowers and 
phone calls during my recent illness.  I want all of you 
that made that extra effort, to know how very much I 
really appreciated it.ò 

business, Tobyôs lack of grooming, and other 

commitments, it is not clear if Toby & Co. will be able 

to make the trip to Long Beach.  But, the invitation is 

valid for two years and who knows, by then, Toby 

might qualify from another country, too.  

     With the approach of the holidays, I asked club 

members to send me dog tales of the season.  I 

thought I would receive stories about members waking 

up and finding 4-legged friends under the tree; stories 

of cairns whose holiday mischief ruined the wrapping 

on gifts, chewed on tree ornaments, or destroyed 

meals set on the dining table while family and guests 

were in another room; I would also settle for tear-

jerkers from members who spent the holidays with 

their pets and realized that there is no gift in the world 

that can exceed the joy generated by being with our 

cairns.  I secretly hoped for a fictional account about a 

dog owner who is visited by cairn ghosts of X-mas 

past, present and future.  Although we did not get 

many X-mas dog tales, I want to thank those members 

who did respond.  Their work is included in this issue. 

     In the next issue, I would like to focus on the 

ongoing war between cairns and cats.  Please send 

your contributions on cairn/cat relationships to me for 

inclusion in these page.   

     Warm regards of the season and best wishes, 

     Abe Feuerstein 

  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured above: McHan's Lover's Lane - AKA Cooper 

He went to Napa for the "Wine Country Kennel Club"  

He did not have any wine, but he did get his first point 

and... and... and... Went Best of Breed!!!  Good job 

Cooper!!  In the ring, he was shown in BBE by his 

breeder Diana Bullard.   Photo submitted by proud 

owner, Gary Atkinson.  

continued from page 1 
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FROM BRAGS TO RICHES:  
 

 

Bob and Leslie Stewartõs bitch, Skerryvore  Sassenach of Stewart òSassyó finished her 

championship in style by going Winnerõs Bitch at the CTCA Roving Specialty at Great 

Western on June 22 in Long Beach, CA. They were soooo happy you could hear them whooping 

for joy clear across the arena!  

 

FROM Joe Nailor.  Ch. Kiowa's Kiss Me Katie aka "The Wild Thing" won Best of Breed both day at Del 

Valle.  Mr. Jackson, Kiowa's Andrew Jackson became an Am. champion at the Richmond Dog Fanciers on 

August 3rd and became a Canadian champion on November 2nd in Abbottsford, B.C.  Mr. Jackson won 

Best of Breed at the all breed show in Canada and took Best of Winners at the Canadian Cairn Terrier show. 

 

FROM Sue Kirland: Just a brag ... my 9 month old bitch 'Tatum' was first in her 9 - 12 mo. class both days 

in Conformation at the Napa show.  Then went on as Best Puppy to represent the Cairns in the Terrier Puppy 

Group competition (best puppy in show won $1000).  She received a Group 4 placement in the Terrier 

group!  Pretty good for her first show.  We didn't win the $1000 but she looked like a million (in my 

opinion!).  Thanks for the Kintra connection. 
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AN OLô CHAMP 

TACKLES OBEDIENCE   
 

BY: CONNIE GHOLSON, 

CALCUBA CAIRNS 
 

When Ann Collins was invited as a presenter to 

our Clubôs BBQ event in late June, my son Lee 

and I attended with an open mind to listen to an 

expert on Obedience training and to watch her 

dogs performed. After 10 years in the 

Conformation circuit, first with Cali and Cuba and 

then with their daughters and granddaughter, I 

was looking for something else that would allow 

Lee and I to compete in a team effort with our 

Cairns and enjoy the thrill and fruits that come via 

a trained team effort with no subjectivity from the 

judges. After watching Ann Collins in the ring 

with her dogs, she was the miracle worker that 

Lee and I were looking for. 

 

In late July, we enrolled the mother and daughter 

team of Yoli and Lucy to go through 8 weeks of 

grueling Basic Obedience Training at the Fremont 

Dog Training Club. It was hard to put these two 

Cairns through Obedience with the SIT, Down 

and Stay commands when they are wired to 

Conformation where they donôt SIT and they 

donôt GO DOWN. The best story out of this 

training comes from our 2 year-old Lucy who 

came to Lee 20 feet away to a RECALL command 

and STACKED herself beautifully in front of him 

instead of sitting. Trainers Melinda and Rebecca 

had a big kick out of the whole thing as they also 

show their Giant Schnauzers in Conformation. 

The 8 week Obedience training class that started 

with 13 dogs ended with 9 dogs graduating and 

included our two Cairns, Yoli and Lucy. 

 

My husband Jim got very interested with the girlsô 

performances and suggested that Lee and I put 

through our Havana and her father Cali. 

Regarding Cali, I had serious hesitations. We had 

been having behavioral problems (being the only 

male Alpha dog surrounded by 4 assertive 

females) and I did not know how he was going to  
 

 

r

eact in the ring with other dogs. Some of you 

remember Cali (AM/INT CH Upstartôs Jiminey 

Cricket) son of CH Cairngold Captain Jack and 

CH McHanôs Red Hot Tamale. Nancy Lovelady 

finished him at 13 months old with 5 Majors, an 

incredible accomplishment. 

 

I also thought, Cali will be 11 years old come 

January, how on earth are we going to show an olô 

dog, a champ, new tricks? Well, I guess Cali 

proved me wrong proved me wrong. 

 

As I write, we just completed our 3
rd

 week of 

classes with Havana (I am handling her) and Cali 

(Lee is handling him). Havana at 7 years old has 

the SIT, DOWN, COME  and HEEL commands 

down to a science. She prances around like she 

owns the ring and shows off to the pups around 

her, who pull every other direction. 

Cali has been a challenge for Lee. He is so wired 

to the Conformation ring that Lee had to patiently 

teach him that it is OK to SIT, DOWN and STAY. 

He is getting there and on his 3
rd

 class, he is, by 

George, doing it! He loves the ring, showing off 

to other dogs how he can heel next to you. We are 

a class of 13, puppies and adult dogs, big and 

small and Cali has surprised me on how focused 

he is and how well behaved he can be by not 

picking any fights with any of the other dogs. 

Once he is in that ring, itôs all business, just like 

the olô champ that he is! I am sure that Mary 

Lashock, his breeder, is smiling up above. 
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MORE BRAGS: 
 

Bob and Leslie Stewart had a thrilling weekend at Montgomery this year. They took their 11 month old puppy bitch 
Stewart Castleôs Spitfire Girl (Megan) to the show. She exceeded all expectations! She went first in her class of puppy 
bitches 9-12 months all four days of shows (Hatboro KC, Montgomery County KC) and went Reserve Winners Bitch 

on Friday, October 3 at the Hatboro show. The next day she went Best Puppy in Sweeps at the CTCA Sweepstakes. It 
was a lifetime of memories packed into four exciting days! 

 
 

 
 

 

Also, they report a new litter pictured below, three boys and two girls (who can tell from the photo) from: Ch. Skerryvore Peggy 
Sue and Ch. Yellow Brick Road Hell on Wheels (Dunning). 
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SEMINAR ANNOUNCEMENT:  

 

Great Dane Club of Northern California 
 
                                         with 

 
Dr. Claudia Waller Orlandi, ABCs of Dog Breeding      
 
Dr. Robert Van Hutchinson, Canine Reproduction 
 
When: Saturday & Sunday 
January 10th & 11th, 2009 
8am to 5pm 
Where: Lakewood School 
1100 North Ham Lane 
Lodi, CA 95242 
Cost: $175 per person 
(price includes breakfasts, lunches & snacks) 
 
Inquiries to Barbara Moffett (DeltaBreeze@gotnet.net or 209.772.9447) 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Please mail completed registration form with payment to: GDCNC, 8330 Haughtly Lane, Valley Springs, CA 95252 
or 
Visit www.greatdaneclub.org to register online & pay with Paypal 
Registration and payment must be received by December 20, 2008 
Name(s): 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: __________________________________ Email: 
__________________________________________________ 
Breed(s): ________________________________ Amount Enclosed (checks payable to GDCNC): _______________ 
No refunds will be given in the event you cannot attend 

01/10/09 ~ 01/11/09 Breeders Symposium sponsored by the GDCNC, Inc. 
I (we) agree to hold the Great Dane Club of Northern California, Inc., its agents and officials, Lakewood Elementary School, the 
Lodi Unified School District, Dr. Robert Van Hutchinson, and Dr. Claudia Waller Orlandi harmless from any and all claims of 
loss or injury alleged to have arisen from attendance and participation in this event. 

Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 
Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: _____________________ 
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October 2008 Board Report  

Health Related Concerns Committee (HRCC) 

 
Plans for 2010 Health Owner Breeder Survey (Dr. Jim Hulbert)  
The Health Survey 2010 committees of both Canada and the United States have been reviewing the surveys of other 
national breed clubs, including the report graciously shared by the Swedish Cairn Club.  We are also grateful to Joan 
Blackstaffe, president of the Cairn Terrier Club of Canada (CTCC), for her continuing suggestions of websites to 
review and her general enthusiasm for the two-nation collaborative Health Survey 2010 project.  Communication 
between the survey committees of the two countries will be made easier because at least one member, Jim Hulbert, is 
a member of both the Canadian and US committees. 
 
Portosystemic Vascular Anomaly (PSVA) and Microvascular Dysplsaia (MVD) ï formerly referred to as 
Portosystemic Shunt (PSS) (Becky Stamps): Dr. Sharon Centerôs research project to identify a genetic marker for 
PSVA and MVD to ultimately develop a test is progressing.  This research is supported by a two year AKC CHF grant 
as well as financial support from the CTCA Foundation, the Cairn Terrier Club of Canada and other national breed 
clubs.  Her research includes Cairn Terriers, Havanese, Maltese, Shih Tzu, Tibetan Spaniels and Yorkshire Terriers.  
She is doing genetic mapping though use of microsatellites and SNPôs from DNA blood samples of Cairn Terriers and 
other breeds.  Dr. Center has discovered a link between PSVA and MVD with markers on one chromosome in four 
breeds.   
 
Dr. Center continues to request bile acid test results and DNA blood samples from Cairn Terriers which have been 
clinically diagnosed with PSVA but have not previously been sent to Dr. Center.  If anyone has dogs which meet these 
requirements, please contact me at marqueecairns@netexas.net   I will mail you the collection test tubes and 
instructions to enable them to be sent to Dr. Center. 
 
I continue to send multiple test kits to breeders for bile acid tests and DNA collection to send to Dr. Center.  I have 
received about 12-15 calls since last year from breeders with questions and/or wanting to know how to test and/or how 
to understand test results. 
 
Additional breeds periodically contact Dr. Center about affected animals in their respective breeds.  Her list of breeds 
that have PSVA is continually growing. 

CMO: (Vicki Havlik)  Two inquiries ï one for a Norwich or Norfolk puppy and another from a Cairn breeder. 

Ocular Melanosis (OM) (Linda Heiner) Dr. Simon Petersen-Jones ACORN grant was approved and funded by the 
AKC CHF late in 2007 and reports on the research come in every 6 months and are reported in the CTCA newsletter.  

Dr. Simon Petersen-Jones 2 year proposal to the AKC CHF for $73,681 to continue research in this area was 
approved by the CHF in September 2008. His research will focus on completing genome analysis to identify genomic 
loci of interest to help select candidate genes.  However the funding for this project was cut by over 30% despite 
sponsorship of $20,000 by the CTCA Foundation.  Dr. Petersen-Jones cannot execute the research he projected with 
reduced funds so he will have to limit the scope of the research or see if additional funding can be obtained from other 
sources.   

Blood samples, eye exam results and pedigrees on dogs with OM or who are related to dogs with OM continue to be 
collected by Dr. PJ.  Especially needed are any eyes removed due to OM for this research.  Dr. Petersen-Jones is 
currently drafting ñEye Donation Registryò paperwork to distribute to owners of Cairns with OM.  The idea being that 
when their Cairn has to have an OM affected eye removed or they die, that that owners have considered and agreed 
to donate their dogs OM eye(s) for this research.    

Six eye inquiries received include: missing tear ducts (1), dry eyes (2), cataracts (2), PRA (1) 

Skin (Linda Heiner) 7 inquiries for itching (4), hair loss (2) and ñextremely loose sin that tears like tissue paperò (1)  I 
have also received several inquiries about dogs skin that appears to be affected with Staph Pyoderma.  This may be a 
condition that is on the rise in our breed and in other breeds. 

Renal Dysplasia/Aplasia: (Jackie Sowards, Joyce Adams-Taylor and Devon Allen) Update from Joyce.  I had one 
inquiry regarding renal dysplasia and the person was directed to University Of Penn to have their dog evaluated. The 

mailto:marqueecairns@netexas.net
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Cairn had an ultrasound of the kidneys and blood chemistry performed and it was determined that the dog did not 
have renal dysplasia.  However, the Cairn was diagnosed as having MVD. 
  
Five of the pups that have been followed by the University Of Penn for renal dysplasia and placed on low protein diets-
- have had no changes in blood chemistry and no changes to kidney ultrasounds (which is good).  We continue to 
recommend that ultrasound be used to rule out renal dysplasia.  Some cases are so very mild that dogs will not exhibit 
any outward signs.   Even very mild cases should not be used in a breeding program.  We look forward to Dr Rhodes 
Education presentation on ñRenal Dysplasia/Aplasiaò at Montgomery Co this year.   

Despite all other reports of a lab test to detect dogs affected by RD or RA, ultrasound diagnosis at 16 weeks of age by 
a board certified radiologist is still the best screening tool at this time.   

Health (Genetic) Manual: (Cheri Eagleson): When the Health Manual is updated it will be posted on the CTCA HRCC 
section of the website.  Hard copies of it will be available upon request.  

Heart and Gastrointestinal Diseases (Laurel Harpel): No Update 

Orthopedic (Kydee Sheetz):  Nothing new to report.  Very few information requests regarding orthopaedic issues 
have been received 

Cancer (Beth Wilder Wilson) No reports. 

Recommended Minimal Health Screening Protocols (Linda Heiner)  A subgroup of the HRCC discussed this topic 
in an August conference call.  The 2005 Health Survey clearly showed that 72% of cairn breeders/owners want the 
national club to recommend a set of testing standards.  More information to come in 2009.  

Orthopedic Foundation of America/Canine Health Information Center (OFA/CHIC) (Joan Eastman) There is 
continued interest in the CTCA participating in this program.  In her conversations with OFA, they advise us to select 3 
or 4 baseline tests to start the process.  The information for participation in the program is on the OFA website at 
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/chicinfo.html   The mission of CHIC is to provide a source of health information for 
owners, breeders, and scientists, that will assist in breeding healthy dogs. Two clubs have contacted Joan for 
information on how to set up multiple heath testing  clinics to be held in c onjunction with their shows since 
October 2007 and a review of the CTCA newsletter clearly shows that many more regional clubs are sponsoring a 
variety of health testing clinics.  

Miscellaneous:   Devon Allen has had 3 inquiries on seizures , Linda Heiner has had 1 inquiry on hydrocephalus  
(water on the brain) in a 6 week old puppy, 1 inquiry on pancreatitis  and 2 inquiries on tracheal collapse .  

HRCC Goals for 2009  

¶ Update the general information on the HRCC section of CTCA website (based on information to be included in the 
Health Manual) to include researcher contact information 

¶ Complete Recommendations for Recommended Minimal Health Screening Protocols  

¶ Initiate Revision of the  Health (Genetics) Manual based on the results from the Health Survey  

Respectfully submitted,  
Linda Heiner, Chair  

Members: Devon Allen, Joyce Adams-Taylor, Kevin Durkin, Joan Eastman, R.N., Vicki Havlik, Laura  Harpel, DVM, 
Dr. Jim Hulbert Ph.D., Linda Heiner, R.N., Dr. Kydee Sheetz, Cheri Eagleson, Becky Stamps, Beth Wilson, Jackie 
Sowards 

 

 

 

 

http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/chicinfo.html
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Cairn Terrier Ocular Melanosis (OM)  
Eye Donation Registry 

 
Written by Dr. Simon Petersen-Jones and submitted by Linda Heiner 

 
Note: Dr. Petersen-Jones research on OM is at a point where it is critical to receive OM affected eyes so abnormal pigment 
cells can be cultured.  This is different from eyes that his lab has received in the past where histology (tissue structure or 
organization) was performed.  Donating an eye/eyes can be a difficult decision to make ï I know, having done this before 
with a beloved dog.  But it is very necessary both to the research and eventually having a DNA based OM screening test 
for dogs so we know if the future which dogs will be clear, affected or carrier so that this condition can be eliminated in 
our breed. 
 
The forms noted in this article will be posted on the CTCA website at 
http://www.cairnterrier.org/health/#Ocular%20melanosis    under ñDownloadable Forms.ò  Please feel free to contact Linda 
Heiner at L2heiner@cox.net or 760-630-4460 (CA) if you have any questions or would like a hard-copy of the forms mailed 
to you. 

 
Thank you for considering registration with our Eye Donor program.  The submission of removed eyes/globes from Cairn Terriers 

affected with Ocular Melanosis is critical to our research efforts.  Our research aim is to identify the gene mutation that causes this 

blinding and painful condition.  We believe culturing abnormal pigment cells from these globes in the laboratory will provide 

critical information to help us efficiently narrow our search of hundreds of potential candidate genes.  Once the gene mutation is 

identified, a test can be developed to screen breeding animals and ensure eradication of Ocular Melanosis from the Cairn Terrier.  

To be successful, we need to collect removed eyes from as many Cairns affected with OM as possible.  Adding your petôs name to 

our Eye Donation Registry is the first step in helping us with this important research effort.  We realize this can be a very difficult 

decision to make, but an important one to help us identify the gene mutation that affects so many Cairn Terriers. 

 

Please could you send us the following:  

NOW:  
1. Please register as a donor by completing the Donor Registry Form for Michigan State University OM 

Studies and send it with a copy of your dogôs pedigree (if available) and any information you have 

about their Ocular Melanosis.   

2. If you have not previously submitted a blood sample please also consider doing so (needed for 

genetic studies). 
 

IN THE FUTURE:  

If your dogôs eye is removed for any reason, or if your dog should die, please ask your veterinarian to 

submit the eye(s) for the study.  We strongly suggest you discuss this decision in advance with your 

veterinarian so they are aware of your plan to donate your dogôs OM affected eye(s) and can determine if 

they can assist in this research effort.   

We are seeking: freshly removed eyes from Cairns that have Ocular Melanosis.  If the eye(s) is 

surgically removed it should be shipped that day via an overnight mail as described in the ñInformation 

for Veterinariansò section below.  If the eyes are from a Cairn that dies or has to be put to sleep they 

must be removed by a veterinarian as soon as possible after death and shipped that day via overnight 

mail as described in the ñInformation for Veterinariansò section below.  It is acknowledged that in many 

cases having an OM affected eye being removed cannot always be planned in advance and you canôt 

always predict when you might have to euthanize your OM affected dog.  In cases when you can plan, it 

is best to avoid Friday shipments to the University because of problems with weekend delivery.   

 
Dr Simon Petersen-Jones or Dr Joshua Bartoe (OM Research)  

Department of Small Animal Clinical Sciences, Michigan State University D-208 Veterinary Medical Center East 

Lansing, Michigan MI 48824-1314.  

http://www.cairnterrier.org/health/#Ocular%20melanosis
mailto:L2heiner@cox.net
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>>>>SOME HAPPY NEWS  FROM BARBARA AND JOHN KORNYLO  

 
Thistlegate Nordic Silver (aka Nick) got a head start on the Montgomery weekend with a Breed win at one of the 
Finger Lakes Kennel Club Shows in New York.  Nick also received the first Award of Merit at the Hatboro show the 
Friday of the Montgomery weekend.  At that same Hatboro show, Thistlegate GameKeeper (aka Hamish) went Best of 
Winners for a major win.  Not to be out done by her Uncle Nick and her father Hamish, Thistlegate Moonsprite (aka 
Luna) finished in the ribbons everyday she competed culminating with a second place in the Bred-by-Class of 15 on 
Montgomery Sunday.  She also won Best Opposite in Sweepstakes at the CTCA National competition. 

 

 
 

 

 >>>>MIXED WITH  SO RROW  

 
Ch. Cairndowns Bonnie Miss Thistle  

April 1990 - October 2008  

        Feisty from the start.  As a five-week old puppy, she defended Johnôs lap from her littermates 
and stole his heart away.  Although not our first Cairn, she was first in so many other aspects.  She 
was the first one who taught us about dog shows, handlers, learning to handle, new friends (here 
and abroad), laughter, teamwork, tears, breeding, whelping and puppies.  For years and years 
Thistle was always in charge.  She is the one who gave us our kennel name, Thistlegate.  Even 
during the past year or so when her health declined, she was always there for us when we were ill,  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 




